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Headteacher: Christopher Dale

Email: headteacher@st-nicholas-newromney.kent.sch.uk
“St Nicholas Academy... a place where pupils always come first.” - OFSTED

From the Headteachers desk...

What an exceptionally busy and rewarding week it has been at school and it
looks like Spring has sprung! We are incredibly proud of all that our pupils
and staff have achieved over the past few days, and it has been wonderful to
see the school buzzing with energy, enthusiasm, and a genuine love of
learning.

Earlier in the week we celebrated our Herald Cup football success, with our
mixed team showing fantastic teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship.
Their efforts were recognised with a well-deserved win, and we round off the
week with yet another football fixture but this time for the girls. As always, they
represented the school admirably, both on and off the pitch.

Our Year 4 pupils enjoyed their residential trip to Kench Hill, the last
group return today and we could not have asked for better weather. Sunshine
and clear skies made their outdoor activities even more enjoyable, and the
children returned full of stories about new skills learned, challenges
conquered, and memories made with friends. A huge thank-you to the staff
who accompanied them and ensured such a positive experience.

Meanwhile, Year 2 ventured out to the Museum of Kent Life, where they
immersed themselves in hands-on learning about local history, farming, and
traditional crafts. Their excitement was clear as they explored the exhibits,
asked thoughtful questions, and engaged so positively throughout the day.

Yesterday we also celebrated a particularly vibrant and joyful World Book
Day. The corridors were filled with an array of imaginative and original
costumes, as pupils arrived dressed as their favourite book characters. From
classic heroes to contemporary favourites, the creativity on display was
remarkable. As part of our Year of Reading, we continue to emphasise the
vital importance of reading in every area of learning—no subject can truly be
accessed without strong reading skills, and we are delighted to see pupils’
enthusiasm growing.

Looking ahead, the momentum continues as we move into Whole School
Science Week next week. Pupils can look forward to a range of exciting
investigations, activities, and opportunities to explore the world around them
through curiosity and discovery.

Finally, a reminder that on Sunday 15" March, we will hold our Mothering
Sunday Service at St Nicholas Church at 10:30am. It is always a special
occasion, and we very much hope that many of you will be able to join us.
Wishing everyone a restful weekend after such a full and rewarding week.

Christopher Dale
Headteacher
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Dates for your
diary

March

Mon 9t

SCIENCE WEEK

Y4 Beech Swimming
Y6 Commonwealth Day
service.

Tues 10t

1:30pm — PTA Meeting
ALL WELCOME

Girls football match @
home against
Greatstone

Wed 11t

Kav in (Y3 am Y1 pm)
2pm YR meeting for
parents on Mastering
Number

Fri 13t
Mixed football match @
home against Palmarsh

Sunday 15"
Mothering Sunday
service at St Nicholas
church.

Mon 16t
Y4 Week 1 - Birch class
swimming

Tues 17t
CLASS PHOTO DAY
Y6 Bikeability

Wed 18"
Y4 Ancient Egyptian Day
Y6 Bikeability

Thurs 19t

8:30am SEND Parents
Coffee Morning

Y6 Bikeability

Fri 20t
RED NOSE DAY

Mon 237
KIC THEATRE for Y5
and Y3
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Attendance - Every Day Counts! OMENTS
It is essential that your child comes to school on time every day. Learning starts pATTER,
when the class doors open at 8:30am with SoDA (Start of Day Activities),
some interventions start at this time - this WILL include your child! COUNTS.

A Message About the Importance of Attendance

When children are frequently absent, they not only miss lessons but also the daily routines and
relationships that help them feel secure and connected. Friendships can drift, confidence can drop,
and small worries can grow into bigger challenges when a child feels out of touch with school life.
These issues are much harder to rebuild the longer a child is away and engrain into longer
term behaviours at secondary school if not addressed.

Please support us by ensuring your child is in school every day they are well enough to attend. If
you are experiencing difficulties with attendance, we are here to help. Working together, we can
make sure every child feels settled, supported, and ready to succeed.

98%

Top attenders are:

1 Badger |99.3

3 Chestnut | 98.6
4 Birch 98.6
5 Maple 97.4
1 Otter 97.2 oo

Ceongratulations to all the classes above witth thelr super attendance
Thank you for realising the importance of sending your child to school every day.

Star Award -

o Star of the week awards went to:

/§ Squirrel: Binky W Badger: Tillie L Hare: Isaac S Rowan: Aria-Belle R

Beech: Oscar J Maple: Ajay C Oak: Blake C

This week’s Birthdays:

™
-

* Daisie B, Archie C, Frankie S, Aubrey B and Leia T — many happy returns to you all!
B

Calling All Year R Parents!

‘ I's a fun, hands-on chance to see how we help children build brilliant
early number skills—and you might even pick up a few ideas to use
at home too!

We’d love to see as many of you there as possible, so please come
along, join in, and learn more about the magic of early maths.

Let's master numbers together! &
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Parent workshops
£ W, ' We have our Stay and Read workshop for Year 1
/ @ 711 S

sl Spee 1 S9.unds

parents to come in and read with their children every B

flmar| sVt
nk

Wednesday and

o STAY AND COUNT In Year R on the same day we have a Stay and Count L“i 718! gl

session. These are wonderful ways for parents to see W STAYANDREAD
EVERY WEDNESDAY how we structure reading and maths in the formitive =
1.30AM- 3.304M years in school and hope you will gain something from oo EVERY WEDNESDAY
gl —  them as well as working with your child in their class. [ 30AM- £.50AM

%} \ . f}’ / It will be great to see as many year 1 and R
D& parents at these events supporting your child!

Special Educational Need & Disabilities (SEND) updates

The Parent Consultation Line is for parents to access a free 30 minute telephone or
video consultation with an educational psychologist to discuss issues regarding
their children’s wellbeing and/or learning that are causing concern. The aim of this
service is to support parents and carers in finding ways forward and possible solutions

5*'_\

KENT EDUCATIONAL

through a joint problem solving conversation. Topics or areas that parents and carers may PSYCHOLOGY SERVICE
wish to discuss might include: PARENT
e Social and emotional issues
e Concerns about learning EII]NNES'"'TA"“N
e Family relationships
e Concerns about behaviour comauliaion withan Educatona

Psychologist for parents.

e Daily routines including sleep
If you consider a parent or carer would benefit from this service please ask them to send an
email to kepscommunitysupport@kent.gov.uk and to include the following information:

e name;

e phone number;

e convenient time to call (morning or afternoon)

e their child’s education phase e.g. early years, primary school, secondary school;

e a brief description of what they wish to discuss.
We ask that parents themselves contact the service as opposed to professionals doing so for them. This is to ensure
that when we make contact it is with the parents consent.
We will do our best to respond within 10 working days but this may be subject to availability. Please note that due to
capacity, educational psychologists will not be able to discuss EHCP applications.

Please find below the details of up & coming NELFT meetings here at St Nicholas as well ‘-‘nt 0er,
as those available online. These workshops are designed to support families and provide helpful :-n'. P-4
- - . -

guidance around children’s mental health and emotional wellbeing. The online meeting have a
QR code, which parents can use to register quickly and easily for any of the online sessions. If

Kent Emotional Wellbeing Teams

you know anyone who may benefit from attending, do pass this information on. Wiyl Aing 3 g o Tk
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Online Parent Online Parent st
¥ 2 lamirg w k h Kent Emotional Wellbsing Teams Aimed at parents of children in primary school
{ o Me: Emotionai S Tes
WorkShopS , e | orkshops e et mpeeion |
Aimed at parents of children in school / Aimed at parents of children in primary school
\ ok N warkshop |, Understanding Sleep and
/ *Works| . . o . s
/ Understanding Sleep e P / Supporting Your Child with Himings / Autistic Children
— mings = changs from [
and Autism change from P Worries & Fears termtoterm | ) Wednesday 13th March 2026
term to term / /
‘Monday 9th March 12:30—13:30pm — 10/03/2026 - 4pm-6pm = 08:45—10:15
pu \ L N
/ Are you currently experiencing i # J
% Maybe your child has osl. Would you like to come and Are your child’s worries and fears starting to impact their day ta day life? would (. Are you currently experiencing difficulties with your child’s
b with other parents andleam sbout ways in R el S _  youliketocomeand andleam sboutwaysto | N sleeping patterns? Maybe your child has received a
- You are invited to 2 y E A = g3 E | B4 d ! / disgnosis. Would you like to come and meet with other
N i dhceas el R -*'-'l;‘ﬂ -'l:?“ N parents and carers and learn about ways to support your
/ boss “‘:‘“‘ o G L o -. / T You are invited to a workshop which focusses on hild?
— b beafp upport yoaur chic. : A ptoms you may notice In your child and some L/ i
Ifyou would like to join, please '->_ o help manage t et . You are invited to a workshop about understanding sleeping
o / v patterns and autism. We also discuss helpful strategies that

I you would like to jain, please cto/ + ¢!

you can use at home to help support your child.

by
Our workshops are held on
create an account for free. You will need access to the E =
J—  internet. If you have any questions please speak to. ).
Vour child’s school. Currently, this warksho is only available to parontsfcarers of children

This workshop will be held at

soft Teams. You can

f
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4 i Teams. 3

account for frae. You will need access to the internat. If you have any questions please speak to.

St Nicholas Church of England Primary Academy

If you have any questions, please talk to Mrs Gunn

your ehild’s schaol. Currentl of chitdren

1 school. Please chil | or check our website for b £} 5 —
)2 our list of schools. If ” als in \ ;l!l’:l: alﬂll;ﬂ'lisl'nhlﬂﬂ\, . ; : 55:»::\ or Hll:khE s \
/ o ™ ist of schoals. If you require materials in another language or have any other access needs then —
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Online Safety - For Parents - Online Safety Training Video - Exploitation (Video Length: 10 Minutes)
This week’s video is a difficult video to watch and listen to as the content centres
around the growing statistics of children being exploited online, including

sextortion (financially motivated extortion). It is a vital area of which every
0 “ ll" E parent/carer should know about.

30
=

SAFETY Importantly, please do be aware of your own state of mind before you watch and

%’"“*“a"gffc"ur:n} mobile, - be aware of your surroundings, consider wearing headphones. | don’t go into a lot
g phishing

LR gt s £ = of detail in this video, it’s more about the statistics to show the growing numbers.

Video Link: https://vimeo.com/1113536188/681cc98c7e

Useful Links:

Internet Watch Foundation - Talk Checklist - Clear, practical advice to keep your children safe.
https://talk.iwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Parent-Resource.pdf

Internet Watch Foundation - Supporting children with SEND
https://talk.iwf.org.uk/children-with-send/

Safeguarding at St Nicholas
Safeguarding Update: Why Our DSLs Sometimes Make a Referral

N 2l d
At our school, keeping every child safe is our highest priority. As part Jg n ‘1&‘
of this commitment, we have a trained team of Designated

Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) who are responsible for responding to

any concerns about a child’s wellbeing. We know that, at times, parents

may wonder why a referral to the Kent Children’s Safeguarding Team (KSCMP) via the Front
Door is made, so we want to offer some clarity about what this means and why it happens.

DSLs have a legal and moral duty to act in the best interests of every child. When a concern is
raised—whether by a member of staff, a parent, or a child themselves—the DSL’s role is to assess
the information carefully and decide what level of support or action is needed. Often, concerns can
be addressed within school through early help, pastoral support, or communication with families.
However, there are times when the concern meets the threshold where additional advice or support
from external professionals is needed.

This is when a referral to the Kent Front Door may be made. The Front Door is the single access
point for safeguarding concerns in Kent, ensuring that children and families receive the right
support, at the right level, and at the right time. A referral does not assume blame or wrongdoing.
Instead, it is a way for DSLs to ensure that every possible avenue of help is explored and that
children are protected swiftly and appropriately.

Referrals might be made for a variety of reasons, including worries about a child’s safety, emotional
wellbeing, attendance, or if a pattern of concerns suggests that a child may benefit from wider
support services. DSLs always aim to work in partnership with parents wherever it is safe and
appropriate to do so. In most situations, families are informed that a referral is being made, and
the process is explained clearly. The exception is when informing parents may place a child or
adult at further risk—something taken extremely seriously and decided only in accordance with
safeguarding law and guidance.

Please be assured that referrals are never made lightly. They are part of our responsibility to keep
children safe and to ensure that families can access the help they need. If you ever have questions
or concerns about safeguarding, our DSL team is always available to talk.

St Nicholas Designated Safeguarding Lead Team are:
V Turner (Lead DSL) C Dale, H Lee, A Starmer-Smith, A Pursey, C Gunn, K Smith, C Seiver
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https://vimeo.com/1113536188/681cc98c7e
https://talk.iwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Parent-Resource.pdf
https://talk.iwf.org.uk/children-with-send/

-~ < Mothering Sunday Service

- / Please join us for our special Mothering Sunday Service.
Starting at 10:30am at St Nicholas Church on Sunday 15th
March.

The younger children have created portraits, prayers and

L) )
@ 2 CELEBRATE » 7 @f ! | . / _
@ poems in readiness for this. It's set to be a beautiful morning.

‘MOTHER’S DAY~

*A Special Service honoring all ;

S .
i Nl Ot A s It would be lovely to see as many of our families there as
YOU ARE INVITED TO

‘ ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH, possible.
I NEW ROMNEY ;
FOR OUR SPECIAL MOTHER'S DAY SERVICE 1
SUNDAY, 15" MARCH .
STARTING AT 10:30 AM L4

Parents and Families: "
PLEASE ARRIVE READY BY 10:15AM "= %
(for a prompt start) |

& St '\lcholas(hur&h New Romney » All Are Welcome! e
l(’ bpccml songs, prayers, and a celebration for everyone ]

—se M I/

A Wonderful World Book Day!

What a fantastic World Book Day we enjoyed
this year! Our school was filled with colour,
imagination, and excitement as children
arrived dressed as their favourite characters
from much-loved stories. From classic tales to
modern adventures, the creativity on display
was truly impressive.

Across the school, pupils took part in a range
of reading-themed activities, shared favourite
stories, and celebrated the joy of books
together. As part of our Year of Reading, it was
wonderful to see such enthusiasm and to be
reminded of how powerful reading is in inspiring cur|03|ty, bU|Id|ng confidence, and opening doors
to every subject.

We hope you enjoy looking through just a few of the many brilliant photos captured throughout the
day—each one showing the joy, fun, and imagination that make World Book Day such a special
event in our school calendar. \
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Year 4 Kench Hill Residential

Year 4 had an amazing time on their Kench
Hill residential! The sunshine stayed with
them all week, which made every activity
even better. The children threw themselves
into outdoor challenges, team games, and
new experiences, coming home full of
stories and smiles.

A huge well done to Year 4 for their brilliant
attitude—and thank you to the staff who

Ofsted

s
PSQM
S 2
Primary Science
Quality Mark Gaod

| d
Eco-Schools Provider

EBUCATION

Valid 2025 - 2028 Champion School

Green Flag Award



