
RE Knowledge Building Blocks – Early Years and 
Key Stage One 

 

The Understanding Christianity scheme, uses carefully planned progressive steps to teach 

children key concepts. Throughout the school, these concepts are taught using 3 key steps. 

 

 
 

The scheme uses 8 core concepts, which go through the ‘Bog Story’ of the Bible. Not all 

concepts are taught to each age phase but as the children’s knowledge grows and develops, 

more concepts are taught. Concepts are taught with an over-arching ‘key question’ for the 

entire unit and concepts are re-visited regularly and explored in more depth each time 

allowing links and connections to be made between concepts during units. 

 



 



 
 

Plan of key concept delivery: 

 



 
 

 

Key knowledge children will learn in Early Years and Key Stage One:  

 

 

God: 
 

 
 

 



 

Creation: 
 

 
 

Incarnation: 

 
 

Gospel: 
 



 
 

Salvation: 

 
 

 

 



 
 

In EYFS, children also learn about stories. 

Term 3: Which stories are special and why in the New Testament? 

Children will know: 
• Christians believe Jesus’ teachings make people think hard about their lives and show 

them the right way.  

• Christians believe Jesus brings good news, including being loved by God, and being 

forgiven for bad things.  

• Christians believe Jesus told stories called parables to teach people more about God.

  

• Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he performed miracles. 

  

Term 5: Which stories are special and why in the Old Testament? Children 

will know: 
• The Old Testament is in the beginning of the Bible.  

• The Old Testament is special to Christian and Jewish people. 

 



Term 6: Which stories are special and why- world faiths? Children will 

know: 
• There are other world faiths and people of different faiths believe in different 
Gods to Christians 
• They will be able to name some other faiths and retell stories 

 

 

 

In Year 1, children also learn about Judaism: 

 

Term 5: Who is Jewish and what do they believe? Children should be able 

to: 
• Talk about how the mezuzah in the home reminds Jewish people about God.

   

• Make links between some Jewish teaching and how Jewish people live. 

  

• Talk about how Shabbat is a special day of the week for Jewish people. 

  

• Give examples of what Jewish people might do to celebrate Shabbat.  

• express ideas about the value of times of reflection, thanksgiving, praise and 

remembrance, in light of their learning about why Jewish people choose to 

celebrate in these ways.  

Term 6: Who is Jewish and what do they believe? Children should be able 

to: 
• Retell a story the story of Chanukah.   

• Suggest what this story shows Jewish people about God.   

• Talk about how Chanukah is a special time for Jewish people.   

• Talk about and suggest why the Synagogue is a special place for Jewish people. 

• express ideas about the value of times of reflection, thanksgiving, praise and 

remembrance, in light of their learning about why Jewish people choose to celebrate in 

these ways. 

 

In Year 2, children also learn about Islam: 
 

Term 5: Who is Muslim and what do they believe? Children should be able 

to: 

 
• talk about some simple ideas about Muslim beliefs about God, making links  with some 

of the 99 Names of  Allah   

• re-tell a story  about the life of the Prophet Muhammad   

• recognise some objects used by Muslims and suggest why they are important               

• ask  some questions about God that  are hard to answer and offer some ideas of their 

own.   

• Find out about and respond with ideas to examples  of cooperation between people 
who are different.  



 

Term 6: Who is Muslim and what do they believe? Children should be able 

to: 
• Make links  between what the Holy Qur’an says and how Muslims behave.  

• Identify some ways Muslims pray, worship and celebrate.  

• Talk  about the fact that Muslims believe in God (Allah) and  follow the example of the 
Prophet Muhammad.  

• Identify some ways Muslims mark Ramadan and celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr and how this 
might make them feel.  

• Ask some questions about God that are hard to answer and offer some ideas of their 
own.  

 


