
Monday 18th January 2021and Tuesday 19th January 2021 
L.I. Can I identify and use relative clauses in my writing? 
 

Relative Clauses 
 
 
Relative clauses are additional clauses that give additional information about the noun (subject) in the sentence.  
 
 
 
 
Dog and park are both nouns in this sentence – this is where you would add a relative clause to.   
 
When writing a relative clause, you must start it with a relative pronoun (see following page). 
 
Look at how the above sentence has been modified. For this sentence, I have added information to the noun ‘park’ – this means that the additional information is related to this word. 
 
 
 
Now …. Look at how this sentence has been modified to add more information about the noun (dog).  Notice the commas that have been used around the relative clause (the additional 
information) because the noun is in the middle of the sentence and not at the end.  
 
 
 
Now… Look at this sentence where both the nouns have been modified. Look at the different relative pronouns and the commas.  
 
 
 

The dog went for a walk to the park. 
 

The dog, which was a white and brown poodle, went for a walk to the park. 
 

The dog went for a walk to the park that has a lake in the centre of it. 
 

The dog, which was a white and brown poodle, went for a walk to the park that 
has a lake in the centre of it. 

 



 
Task 1. Identify the relative clauses (circle) and the relative clauses 
(underline) in each of these sentences. 
 
E.g. The dog, which ran off as soon as he was 
taken off the lead, went to the park.  
 
Jim, who was an overweight whale, bumped his head on an oil tanker as 
he swam.  
 
The villain marched across the crater that had once been a playing-field 
full of flowers. 
 
The police officer called to his partner who ignored him and continued to 
eat his doughnut.  
 
I’m looking for a minion that can use Word 2010. 
 
The man, who lives next door to me, might be a werewolf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Task 2. Match the correct (embedded) relative clause with the sentence start and sentence end and write 
them up.  Don’t forget the commas around the embedded clause if you are embedding it.   
 
E.g. Berty,  who has a mean mouth, shouted loudly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task 3. Using the pictures below, write some sentences which include relative clauses in different positions 
(at the end of the sentence as well as embedded into the middle of one).  

 

 
 
E.g. The tooth -fairy checked the tooth which had fallen 
out of the princess’s mouth.  
 
The mouse, who was very sly, ate the cheese that was 
mouldy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


