
 

RE 

World Faiths Which stories are special and why? 

 

Week 2 

This week we will look at the Muslim story of The Old Woman and 

the Prophet. 

This link will give you a short overview of the story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5hupQVKgS8 

    

    

  The Prophet Muhammad often went to the Mosque to pray.  He found it a cool and 

peaceful place to worship the one God.  The quiet of the Mosque reminded him of the 

pleasant evenings he often spent in the desert, so different from the bustling noisy 

town.  

In the beginning a lot of people disliked Muhammad because he did not worship idols.  

He told people it was wrong to be unkind, cheats and liars.  Many people found it easier 

to be unkind than to be good and generous.  

One woman, who did not like Muhammad, used to sweep her dust and rubbish over him 

as he passed her house on the way to the mosque.  The Prophet always turned his head, 

and smiling would say to her in a way he would greet a friend, “Assalamu alaikum”.  This 

lady never replied.  She just swept more dust over him.   

One day, as Muhammad came near the woman’s house, she was nowhere to be seen.  He 

immediately asked the neighbours where the lady was.  The neighbours were very 

surprised because they knew that she did not like Muhammad and swept the dust and 

rubbish over him whenever he passed.  However, they told him that she was living alone 

and was very ill.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5hupQVKgS8


At once Muhammad went to her house.  There he set to work, cooking a meal, fetching 

water from the well, and sweeping away the dust and rubbish.  The lady was amazed to 

see someone helping her and even more so when she realised who it was.  She was very 

sorry for her bad deeds and became a good Muslim following his example of kindness 

and truthfulness.  

 

Our question this week is: What does this story teach Muslim 

children? 

(Allah wants his people to care for the sick and needy and not take 

revenge) 

 

Activity suggestion: 

Talk about people that care for us. 

How do you help someone who is not feeling too well? 

Maybe you could draw a picture to show how you could care for 

someone. 

 

Recap with the children the key learning: What is the special book 

that Muslims read called?  (Qur’an) 

The Qur’an stories help teach Muslim people how to look after the 

world. 

Muslim people believe in one God, Allah, and that Muhammad is his 

messenger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


