
 

22nd May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

COVID-19 Update – Reopening the School on the 1st June 

I would like to thank you for your patience and support at this time of uncertainty regarding the 

reopening of school. The school is dependent on the advice received from Government and a 

substantial amount of that guidance has only been recently released and is an ever-changing picture. 

As you might also be aware, the guidance to date has raised questions for all teaching unions 

regarding the scientific evidence base, timing and scale of the reopening.  

As we carefully navigate our way through the various complexities of opening school to a larger 

number of pupils during a pandemic, our primary purpose is to work together in the best interests of 

our community. Judging by the parental responses from the Year R, 1 and 6 questionnaire, most 

would like to move slower, while some are happy to proceed with reopening. The Governors and 

Senior Leadership Team seek to interpret the guidance with integrity and put the safety (of children 

and staff) at the heart of our approach.  

I do need to inform parents that a formal school curriculum will not be in place when the children 

return. However, the children will follow the home learning set as part of the Oak National Academy 

and will also have the opportunities to take part in PE and other socially distant activities focussed 

on their wellbeing. The children in Years R and 1 will also focus on their phonics and reading. 

This letter is a summary of our plan and hopefully covers some of the main questions you will have. 

As I have stated previously, we do not have all the answers yet and we will be working tirelessly over 

the next few days to prepare and have everything in place for the 1st of June. For parents of children 

in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 you may wish to read our full action plan and risk assessment, which 

provides specific details as they are known at this stage. I must emphasise that these plans may be 

subject to further revision as guidance is updated.  

I would like to thank all the parents who responded with a comment when making the decision 

about whether their child would or would not return on 1st June. The information at that time was to 

enable me to make the plan which many of you have requested as a result of me needing that 

information. 

Summary of First Phase re-opening (from 1st June)  

 

Phased re-opening, our 3 core tasks 
 

1. Continuing to provide childcare to essential key workers and vulnerable children in school  

2. Continuing to provide home learning resources for pupils not in the first phase of reopening  

3. Providing onsite learning for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 (not including siblings in 

other year groups, unless they are key workers or vulnerable pupils.)  



The first and second task need no further explanation, as they have been in place since going into 

lockdown. Point 3 is detailed below. 

Arrangements for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6  

School will feel very different when we reopen.  

Smaller Group Sizes  

The Government recommends that one of the most important measures to reduce transmission risk 

is to have smaller class sizes. It recognises that it is not possible to ensure safe social distancing with 

children in school (i.e. 2m apart), but instead it suggests halving class sizes and having a maximum 

capacity in a class of 15 pupils. From our experience in working with key worker children, 15 is a 

maximum number and no pod will go above this size.  

Minimising social contact with others  

Another significant measure to mention is that we will keep the same small group of children 

together with the same adults throughout the school day therefore limiting social mixing. This will 

include playtimes and lunchtimes. These groups will be called 'Pods'. Please do not request your 

child is with a particular friend - we will try our best to consider friendships but our primary purpose 

is to have a good balance and include everyone. 

From Monday 1st June, we will space each year group out across 2 classrooms. For example, the 

Year 6 children will be split between 2 classrooms (as the pods grow to a capacity of 15 we will open 

an additional pod in a new classroom and maintain this system until the guidance we are offered 

changes). All children who return in June must attend school each day and work in their pod.  

Opening in a pod structure enables the school to consider how robust our control measures are 

(such as toileting, staggered arrivals, playtimes, lunchtimes and collection) and means we can help 

children to adapt to the new arrangements.  

PPE and Masks  

The Government strongly advises against children wearing face masks in school and we have 

adopted that policy. Adults will not be routinely wearing masks when teaching the children. 

Temperature screening will not be adopted as a matter of course, but we do have medical grade 

thermometers to safely check your child if necessary.  

In certain circumstances, such as the administration of first aid, adults will wear PPE in school and 

children need to be told about this in advance.  

Other control measures  

The full details can be found in our action plan, but to highlight a number of key ones:  

 There will be different start times and collection times for different year groups. Parents’ 

mingling by the school gate is identified as high risk and we will be taking measures to prevent 

this.  

 No hot dinners will be available. Packed lunches will be provided to all Year R, 1 and FSM Y6 

children, all other Y6 children will need to bring a packed lunch. Children will eat in classrooms in 

their own pods. (be aware in this heat children bringing their own packed lunch will need an ice 

pack in their lunch box.) 

 Only 1 parent to accompany their child on drop off/pick up. In line with national policy, friends 

and relatives should not be collecting your child as it should be a household member. We would 

like to encourage Year 6 to walk / cycle independently.  



 

 Children should not bring anything into school other than a clearly named water bottle and 

packed lunch. We will provide all your child's stationery needs. It will not be possible to take 

reading books home for the foreseeable future.  

 The school office is closed for face to face contact - please phone or email. Telephone 

appointments can be made with teaching / leadership staff. Please note that 'forgotten' Items 

cannot be dropped off as previously was the case.  

 Some intimate care (especially relating to the administration of medicines) are subject to a risk 

assessment and may not be possible at this time. Any issues must be discussed directly with the 

Headteacher.  

 Strict hygiene measures such as regular hand washing will be enforced. 

 

Scaling up when safe to do so  

As stated, when more children return to school we will open new pods. Given the numbers who are 

due to return in June, initial feedback from parents shows numbers as being low in Reception and 

Year 1 classes, but we will continue to monitor this closely. 

What will happen in Phase 2 - whole school opening?  

To date, we have not received any guidance regarding the return of all year groups to school and I 

do not want to speculate how we might deliver this. Clearly, it would not be possible to 

accommodate all pupils everyday if the current requirement of splitting classes in half remained. The 

Government has simply stated the intention as follows:  

“Our ambition is to bring all primary year groups back to school before the summer holidays, for a 

month if feasible, though this will be kept under review. We will only welcome back additional year 

groups if the most up-to-date assessment of the risk posed by the virus indicates it is appropriate to 

have larger numbers of children within schools. The safety of children and staff is our utmost 

priority.”  

My child is eligible to return, but what if I do not wish for them to attend school at this time?  

School attendance has been a high priority for us in the last year, but we are very pleased to see that 

the Government has taken a sympathetic position on this issue. The Government has reassured 

parents that they will not be fined for non-attendance at this time (nor hold the school to account 

for attendance levels) however it does require schools to 'strongly encourage' children to attend.  

We all hold different views and I want to make it clear that there will be no judgement or excessive 

follow-up either way regarding your decision to send or not send your child back to school - 

providing the reason is related to the pandemic.  

For safeguarding reasons, we will continue to check your child is safe and well if they are not 

attending school.  

Wraparound Care  

When school opens in June, we will not be able to provide breakfast and after school care. Once we 

are in a position to offer this facility we will let parents know immediately. 

 



Your Child's Health is our Priority  

Please do not send your child into school if they, or anyone in the home, are displaying Covid-19 

symptoms as NHS guidance needs to be followed e.g. new and persistent cough and/or a high 

temperature. We will monitor your child's health closely and anyone displaying symptoms will be 

sent home immediately. We make no apologies for erring on the side of caution, so we will phone 

more readily than we may have done in the past.  

All staff and pupils who are attending school will have access to a test if they display symptoms of 

coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. Where the child, young person or 

staff member tests positive, the rest of their pod will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 

days. All parents will be informed that a confirmed case of COVID-19 has been in school - but not the 

specific detail to protect individual's right to privacy. School is likely to remain open but we will act 

on the advice of Public Health England.  

Published Guidance: Links  

Even if you disagree with our approach, I hope you can see that we are trying to act in the best 

interests of our whole community, while staying true to the Government guidance. The three key 

publications are listed below alongside the link to them on www.gov.uk.  

 Actions for education and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-andchildcare-settings-to-

prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020  

 Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-

measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings  

 Guidance for parents and carers as schools and other education settings in England open to 

more children and young people: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settingsinformation-for-

parents-and-carers 

 Critical workers who can access schools; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-localauthorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision 

There is an awful lot to digest here - and this is the condensed version! We do look forward to 

welcoming some children back soon, but everything comes with the considerable caveat that these 

are simply plans and the situation may change between now and Monday 1st June.  

Governors and School Leaders are united in our endeavour to work with you in doing our best for 

the children in these challenging and uncertain times.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Christopher Dale 

Headteacher 
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