
 

 

15th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Re: Home learning activities from Monday 18th May 

From Monday 18th May, we will use the Oak National Academy site for the majority of our home 

learning (link https://www.thenational.academy/), starting with the week 4 programme of work. 

The Oak National Academy site is a collection of high-quality lessons and online resources. Backed by 

the Government, it has been created in response to the coronavirus lockdown. The online classroom 

offers free access to teachers, delivering video lessons, quizzes and worksheets. Available to all age 

groups in the primary age range, it covers a range of subjects. All the lessons are ordered so your 

child can learn along a clear plan. As a school, we will continue to provide an overview of the 

learning and resources for each week via the Class Dojo pages. 

Oak National Academy will fit alongside other resources such as BBC Bitesize. Together, these can 

offer a structure to the day for children until schools are fully reopened for all year groups. 

Each Oak National Academy lesson will be an hour long. There will be elements such as a quiz, a 

video explanation from the teacher, and a worksheet. Each lesson has been created by a subject 

expert in a careful plan. Our teachers will let you know how pupils can best use these resources. 

The curriculum is set up to provide for EYFS children and provide English, maths and foundation 

subjects (covering History, Geography and Science through a topic-based curriculum) for all other 

year groups. However, we will not follow the Languages module, as we teach French at St Nicholas 

and the Oak Academy provides Spanish teaching.  

The site also provides a therapies section which will be of support to some of our SEN pupils - 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/specialist/therapies#subjects  

I am fully aware this new way of working will not suit all of our families, due to limited resources 

such as computer access and printing off the work provided or limited access or poor internet 

connection. As a result the school will be making a large financial investment to support the home 

learning of those not yet returning to school through the purchase of Maths and English Workbooks. 

These workbooks will be available to pupils in Years 2, 3, 4 & 5, for collection in early June. 

All of the above year groups will receive a Maths workbook. The English work book for pupils in 

Years 2 and 3 is a comprehension based work book, while children in Years 4 & 5 will receive a SPAG 

based work book. 

 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/specialist/therapies#subjects


All children will be encouraged to continue to carry on with other online learning such as Numbots 

and Times Tables Rock Stars. We are also asking parents to encourage KS1 children with their online 

RWI Phonics work, details of this will be published on the year group learning letters. Pupils in Year 4 

to 6 should also continue to work on the Reading Plus platform, which apart from reading, will 

support children in their vocabulary requirements and comprehension & understanding skills. 

Finally, I would like to give thanks to all the teachers for their hard work in the planning and 

preparation of remote learning provisions to date. Teachers have taken part in daily video logs, 

Zoom lessons for guided reading groups, class daily top tips on the remote learning provided and 

story sessions and updated the school website and class dojo pages regularly – I could not have 

asked more from them. I am proud of what they have achieved, particularly as some schools have 

not provided any work at all. 

I realise this is a difficult time for us all and the easing of the lockdown has produced polarised 

opinions, however it is incumbent upon me to navigate the situation in the best way possible and I 

believe the changes I have made to remote learning while I prepare for the reopening of the school, 

is one of those ways. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Christopher Dale 
Headteacher 

 


