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Read Write Inc. Spelling 6
Unit 1: Suffixes (1)

A suffix is a letter or group of letters that can be added to the end of a word to change its meaning.
Suffixes can begin with a vowel sound. Here are some examples: 

-ing   -ed    -er    -est    -ible    -able  
-ion   -ian  -ant   -ent    -ous    -y 

y is a consonant letter but it can sound like a vowel in words like ‘happy’ or ‘spy’.

Suffixes can also begin with a consonant. Here are some examples:

-ful   -less   -ment   -ness    -ly
There are different rules for adding suffixes depending on the end of the root word and the beginning of the suffix. 

                                      A short vowel sound is usually (but not always) made by a single vowel letter. The letter y also acts like a vowel in words like myth and gym.

A long vowel sound is usually (but not always) made by two or more vowel letters and sometimes a consonant, put together. Most vowel sounds can have different spellings, for example, play, space, chain and eight.
Today we’re going to think about adding suffixes beginning with vowels to root words. Suffixes are brilliant because you can use them to build space loads of words with new meanings, but we always have to think about whether we need to make any changes to the root word first.

The short suffix jingle:
Swap, double or drop?
Let’s do some word building with some suffixes that begin with a vowel. First of all, our root words will all end in a short vowel and two consonants.
Say the root words and new words. Remember to look out for whether we are swapping, doubling or dropping any letters. 

jump   
jumping
rust   
           rusting
risk   

risking
rest   

resting
Did the root words need to be changed before we added a suffix beginning with a vowel?
The answer is 'no' – there were no letters to swap, double or drop from the root words. In these words the root words ended with a short vowel and two consonants, so when we added a suffix beginning with a vowel, we didn't make any changes to the root word.
Let’s do some more word building with some suffixes that begin with a vowel. This time, our root words will all end in a long vowel sound and one consonant.
Let’s look at adding suffixes to these words:
seat  seated     
keep  keeper
Did we swap, double or drop any letters before we added a suffix? 

No – we didn’t change the root word. 

Now look at some more word building. Say the root words and new words. Remember to check whether we are swapping, doubling or dropping any letters.
shout   
shouted
light  

lighting
yawn   
yawned
neat  

neater
loud  
           loudest
Did the root words need to be changed before we added a suffix beginning with a vowel?

The answer is 'no' – there were no letters to swap, double or drop from the root words. 

The rule is:

If the suffix begins with a vowel (like -est) and the root word ends in a long vowel sound and a consonant (like loud), we do not change the spelling of the root word.
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