
 

 

16th March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

An Academy response to current COVID-19 Measures 
As you are probably aware through the schools daily updates via ClassDojo, the Government’s 
guidance on the coronavirus has changed from the ‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of 
the virus. We are getting in touch to let you know what we are doing in light of this, and what we 
expect from all of you, to help make sure our school community keeps safe and calm. 

In light of the Governments updates, I would like to reassure you that the staff at St Nicholas are 
taking all of the necessary steps to protect our community and are continuing to follow official 
guidance from the Government. 

What is the current situation? 

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance which we have been provided. 

 All school functions continue to run as normal, this includes breakfast and afterschool clubs. 

 Pupils should continue to attend school unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the 

following symptoms they should remain at home for 7 days: 

o a new, continuous cough and/or   

o a temperature (above 37.8o C) 

 If your child is unwell, report this as you would normally by contacting the school via our 

absence line or ParentMail – a reminder of how to do this will be sent out to all parents. 

 Every year, at this time, we have students over from Germany to support pupils in our 

classes. After speaking with the Principal from our visiting school we have agreed these will 

not take place this year. 

 I must inform all Year 5 parents of the decision to cancel the Year 5 visit to Lille in France in 

line with current Government advice. I apologize for this, but under the current 

circumstances I am sure you will agree this is the best course of action. 

 At this time I am advised that KS1 and 2 tests are still scheduled to run on the same dates 

 As a school we will keep you up to date with any changes to the current situation via our 

usual method through ClassDojo. 
 

What we’re doing to protect and support pupils and staff  
Upon arrival at school all children are required to wash their hands. This activity is completed as a 
class to ensure all children are taking part. Children are using soap and hot water for this.  

Hand washing is completed at; 

 Arrival 

 After break 

 Before lunch 

 At the end of lunch break 

 Children are reminded to do the same after they have sneezed, blown their nose or having 

visited the toilet. (As outlined in the catch it, bin it, kill it campaign.) 

Should a pupil feel unwell while at school, we will continue to manage the situation as we do at 



present. Initially, we will contact the parent(s), where we are unable to get a response we will 
contact the next person on the emergency contact list, as provided by parents, to ensure a quick 
collection. 

Our cleaning schedule also takes account of the fact we are dealing with a pandemic. The 
cleaners are aware they must pay special attention to all areas which have a high count where 
pupils might have touched things; such as doors, handles, toilet flushes and taps. In the kitchens 
all items used by others are thoroughly washed. 

What we need you to do 
• If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as 

possible via email, telephone or by letting someone at the school office know ASAP. 

• Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure 

children feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and 

YoungMinds has practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety  

• Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become 

ill with either a temperature or a new, continuous cough) 

• If we are asked to close the school will use CLASS DOJO as a remote teaching platform. Please 

check that you can access this platform at home and let us know if there are any issues (so we 

can make sure we’re well prepared for remote learning if the school does need to close at 

some point) – Teachers will be sending home access code for everyone who has not signed up 

to ClassDojo at this time – Please make sure you follow the instructions you are provided or 

your child will not have access to work for their learning. 
 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We will only close if we are either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the 

school. 

In either case, we will: 

• Inform parents of this decision by PARENTMAIL or post details on our ClassDojo / School Twitter 

page 

• We will also notify parents via the Kent Schools Closure website 

(https://www.kentclosures.co.uk/) 

• We will also use these platforms to advise parents when the school has re-opened 

Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school community 

prepare. Currently, there are no plans to close. 
 

If you have any questions. 

Please consult the: 

• NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your 

child may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online, if at all possible before calling 111. 

• Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions 

about the government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools. 

• Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re 

taking abroad should go ahead or  

• The School office, if you have any questions about our response to this issue. 

I am aware that there are those who are worried with regard to the current situation, however 

clearly we are going to get through this. This will inevitably change the way we behave now and in 

the future. These measures are not designed to cause panic but rather demonstrate our response to 

the Governments COVID-19 announcements in relation to the facts. These are unchartered times 

and your support and understanding is appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Christopher Dale 

Headteacher 

https://www.kentclosures.co.uk/

