
 

 

23rd January 2019 
Dear Parent and Carers, 

Year 6 Parents – Social media 
 

Social media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.) has a widespread impact on the way in 
which we communicate and express our thoughts and opinions. There are clearly many benefits 
for us both as individuals, and even as a school we are exploring how we might best harness the 
power of social media to engage even more closely with parents. 
 

Unfortunately this week, a small number of year 6 children have used social media and 
messaging accounts to be unkind to others. What starts as something seemingly harmless, takes 
no account of how those on the receiving end might feel nor does it recognise how quickly 
things can get out of control and become extremely unpleasant for all involved.  
 

Whilst things are most likely to have taken place off the school site and outside school hours, 
the resulting ‘fallout’ in such situations can have major implications for harmonious 
relationships within school and result in a negative impact on the teaching and learning at 
school.  
 

If you have concerns that your child might be on the receiving end of hurtful social media posts, 
or playing a part themselves, please talk us in the first instance and we will be able to seek 
additional advice and support as required in line with our school safeguarding procedures. 
 

I would like to draw your attention to the advice reproduced below from Internet Matters for 
parents of children using social model.  
 

Advice to parents 

• Give your relationship with your child a regular health check. Try to understand their 
world, their dreams and their fears. Show them every day how much you love them, 
spending time together as a family when you can. 

• Model respectful and caring relationships with others – whether face to face or online. 
Think about whether there are things your child hears or sees that may be having a 
negative impact on their behaviour choices.  

• Think about whether there are areas of your child’s life that could be causing them hurt 
or distress. Help them manage feelings of anger or frustration. Discuss with them the 
dangers of expressing feels of hurt or anger online and come up with other ways that 
they can manage feelings of hurt that won’t have a negative impact on others. 

• Talk about the blurred line between uploading and sharing content because it’s funny or 
might get lots of ‘likes’, versus the potential to cause offence or hurt. A lot of us fall 
victim to this. We could do with a 10 second timer on content before it’s shared, so we 
have time to change our minds. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Christopher Dale 

Headteacher 
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